
to last

As a brand, Mac Boats has carved a niche in the marine industry 

with a manufacturing history dating back more than 20 years. 

During this time it has matured to a point where the construction 

techniques and materials used are now considered mainstream. 

Steve Raea puts three of its models through their paces…

Weather 		   
     conditions

Average 	
windspeed	 20 knots northwest

Sea state	 Slight sea with  
	 ½m chop 

Boat Test Mac Boats

40 tradeaboat.co.nz  



O
f course Mac boats are not 
truly mainstream, being 
manufactured solely from 
rotationally moulded foam-
filled polyethylene plastic, 
which makes them cheaper to 

manufacture than conventional composite boats.

These cost-savings are reflected in the boats’ 
positioning at the entry level end of the market 
and the parent company behind the brand – 
Galloway International – makes no apology  
for that.

What you see with a Mac boat is what you 
get – nothing less and nothing more. The 
engineering is innovative and best-practice and 
the boats have been proven in a wide variety of 
often aggressive marine environments across 
the globe.

That they’re used in New Zealand for training 
by Coastguard and a raft of other maritime 
authorities speaks for itself, as does CE, US 
Coastguard and MSA certifications, which 
make Mac boats one of the most compliant and 
certified boats manufactured in New Zealand. 
These certifications also attest to the boats’ 
construction and inherent design stability and are 
a salient reminder that cost alone has very little to 
do with safety.

Plastic fantastic
While the traditionalists might struggle with 
the concept of putting to sea in a plastic boat, 
rotational moulded boats have a number of 
qualities that make them a preferred solution in 

a wide range of applications. These essentially 
reflect the boats’ high impact resistance, 
inherent buoyancy, seamless construction and 
maintenance schedule, which, for the most part, 
could be written on the back of a postage stamp.

Therein lies the Mac Boat advantage, and those 
that rate maintenance-free boating above all 
else would struggle to find a better option. If 
style and sophistication are more important then 
it’s unlikely you’ll find what you’re looking for in 
a Mac. This is not a criticism of the brand, it is 
merely stating the obvious – and Mac Boats 
owner Garth Galloway wouldn’t argue. The 
boats are built to a price to cater to a segment 
of the market that rates value and function 
above everything else.

Producing about 250 boats a years from its  
East Tamaki facilities, the Mac range is 
reasonably extensive, with a variety of design 
configurations across its model range, which 
extends from a 2.1m tender to the flagship  
Mac 600 Sport.

Within this falls the Mac 2.7m pontoon  
tender, 3.4m dinghy, 3.6m pontoon all-rounder, 
3.7m clinker-style sailing dinghy and 4.2m  
tiller-steer, half-cabin, fisherman and centre 
console designs. Larger options include a 
5.7m double centre console and fisherman and 
the 600 in fisherman, sport and double centre 
console options.

Galloway says Mac Boats is happy to work with 
commercial operators to provide custom design 
solutions to meet particular applications, and 
this has seen the brand work with Walt Disney, 

Australian film makers and, in New Zealand, Mt 
Cook’s Glacier Explorers Boat Cruises to develop 
a Mac 570 capable of ferrying 16 passengers. 

He says design attention is increasingly focused 
on producing larger boats with general purpose 
family applications.

Construction
Mac boats are manufactured utilising the 
formac process, a plastics moulding technique 
developed by Galloway in New Zealand, and one 
for which Galloway International holds worldwide 
design registrations.

He says the rotational moulding process 
results in the inner and outer hull being bonded 
together or “kissed off”, creating a one-piece 
hull that delivers exceptional strength and 
stiffness. This same process and technology 
was exported to the US in the early 1990s and 
is now employed in the construction of one of 
the largest trailer boat producers in the world.

The petroleum-based food-grade polyethylene 
powder used in Mac Boats includes colour and 
UV stabilisers, which are poured into moulds 
and placed in large rotational ovens pre-heated 
to 260°C. 

The process ensures tight manufacturing 
tolerances are maintained as well as consistent 
wall thickness of the inner and outer shell 
according to each models’ design requirements. 
Galloway says the polyethylene used in Mac 
boats has been proven to deliver up to five 
times the impact resistance of fibreglass and 
has greater inherent strength. 

“Polyethylene is virtually maintenance-free. It 
does not corrode, rust or rot, does not suffer 
from osmosis or electrolysis and is impervious to 
petroleum and corrosive liquids. 

“Mac hulls are also colourfast and have a high 
resistance to heat distortion and can be plastic 
welded if punctured. 

“Best of all, polyethylene never needs painting 
and is UV-rated for well in excess of 30 years.”

He says while the raw ingredients used in the 
moulding process have improved since the first 
Mac boats were produced more than 20 years 
ago, early boats are still structurally sound and 
present very well.

Hull thickness varies from about 5mm to 
12mm according to the model, with much of 
the internal volume between the skins filled 
with expanding closed-cell foam, which further 
stiffens the hull and gives the boats excessive 
levels of reserve buoyancy. 

Galloway says the mid-size Mac 370 has about 
1500kg of reserve buoyancy with a certified 
300kg payload. This, he says, is arguably “best-No-frills interiors
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in-class”, and is essentially why Mac Boats has 
been able to meet challenging European CE and 
US Coastguard certification requirements.

Hulls aside, most hardware fitted to the boats 
is conventional. The additional loadings on the 
transom are countered with a 6mm fabricated 
aluminium mounting plate for outboard engine 
installation incorporating a separate enclosed 
battery box.

Smaller Mac models utilise remote tote fuel 
tanks while the flagship 6m designs have 

an integral 80-litre aluminium tank that fits 
between full length plastic hull bearers and is 
capped with the screw-down cockpit sole.

Playtime
What was initially planned as a simple review 
of Mac Boats’ standard 360 pontoon dinghy 
in new camouflage-colour options, which is 
pitched at duck shooters, grew on the day to 
include the Mac 420 centre console and the  
Mac 600 Sport.

And we’re glad it did. There is only so 
much that can be said about a 3.6m 
pontoon dinghy, albeit in camouflage. Three 
boats allowed for comparisons and any 
consistencies across the models.

The 360
The smallest of the trio – the 360 – was fitted with 
a 15hp Yamaha outboard, which is at the top of 
the horsepower rating and a potential weapon in 
the wrong hands but proved the little boat could 
foot it “out there” with her bigger siblings.

A dinghy is a dinghy, and the standard features 
are those you would expect – a small anchor 
locker in the bow, outboard bracket, cleat, a 
pair of seats, rowlocks, towing eye and a pair of 
grab handles.

Foam-filled and rated for three people, the 
Mac 360 is very stable and reasonably dry, 
with 450mm freeboard and a relatively shallow 
10-degree deadrise. At 115kg you’re not going 
to throw it over your shoulder – a trailer will 
be required but it’s a nuggety performer and 
punches well above its weight.

The camouflage-colour scheme is ideal for duck 
hunters on estuaries and in-land waterways but 
the standard white colour would be a safer, more 
visual option for harbour boating.

Conditions off Auckland’s Browns Island on 
test day were not ideal for small open-boating, 
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with a 15 to 20 knot northerly breeze and enough chop 
to make it a genuine proving ground. It was not a day 
most people would consider taking an open dingy 
beyond sheltered limits without a reasonable expectation 
of getting wet and shipping a bit of water, which we did. 
But it was useful to see how the little boat coped and it 
coped fine.

The dinghy’s weight made it a little awkward getting onto 
the plane but once it was up it skipped along happily 
enough, with the 15 horses giving it enough get up and go 
to get you to spot X quickly and efficiently.

Its robust construction, stability and reasonable 
payload make it an ideal candidate for the bach, 
although you will need a trailer. This is a boat that 
can really go places on a budget and will be a 
winner all-round, with enough space to make it an 
ideal day fisher and enough horsepower capacity to 
tow toys and skis.
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s Mac 360 Duck Hunter

Length	 3.60m

Ext beam	 1.64m

Weight	 115kg

Capacity	 Three person

Fuel	 Tote

Hull from	 $3300 inc

Trailer from	 $2575 inc

Five year hull-warranty on all boats

The 420
The 420 is available with a tiller-steer open boat, a sport 
model wrap-around screen and conventional king/queen 
seating, a fisherman with greater cockpit space and – as 
tested – a centre console.

This is configured much the same way as a rigid-hulled 
inflatable, with a centre console helm station fitted 
with a small acrylic windscreen and a two-person seat 
positioned in the centre of the boat. This layout ideally 

We liked...

We didn’t...
Very basic finish

The 360 is perhaps 
a little heavy to be 
considered a dinghy

Robust construction

Predictable performance

Low cost

The Mac 360 Duck Hunter
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lends the boat to the full range of activities and 
provides easy walk-around access and space 
enough for the five-person rated capacity. The 
demonstrator was fitted with a 50hp Honda 
four-stroke outboard – a nimble match for the 
boat’s 335kg weight.

Standard features include fender strip, outboard 
bracket, anchor cleat and bin, towing eye, cable 
steering, electrical system (battery) and solid 
Nautilex floor – essentially a turn-key package. 
Other seating options are available including a 
single skipper helm seat.

Simple in terms of style and design, the 470 
is really a fun little boat and was my pick 
on the day, providing all the practicality and 
protection of a small trailer boat but with the 
feel and fun of a jet ski. The 50hp Honda had 
ample power, lifting the boat effortlessly and 
providing blistering performance that rattled 
the larger Mac 600 Sport fitted with a  
115hp Optimax.

Notable qualities included the boat’s quiet 
progress through the chop, with little of the 
bone-rattling thumps and bumps that demand 
buttoning back when you want to get home fast.

The pontoon design is highly effective at keeping 
wash on the outside, though don’t expect to stay 
bone dry unless you’re prepared to idle home. 
The centre console is well positioned in terms 
of driver weight distribution and the windscreen 
does an admirable job.

There is nothing flashy about the fit-out, and 
the cable-steering could be a bit more direct, 
but the handling is great and it’s the sort of 
boat you can throw around with ever-increasing 
confidence. It does not dig in hard in corners 
or try and dislodge you from your perch and 

handles much like the old HQ Holden we 
learnt to “drift” on the back paddock. But nor 
is it loose. I’d say it’s entirely predictable and a 
@#*&-load of fun.
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s Mac 420 Centre Console

Length	 4.20m

Ext beam	 2.20m

Weight	 335kg

Capacity	 Five person

Fuel	 Tote

Hull from	 $10,975 inc

Trailer from	 $3575 inc

Five year hull-warranty on all boats

The 600 Sport
This brings us to big daddy – the Mac 600 
Sport. It looks conventional and there’s no 
doubting it’s a practical workhorse but the lack 
of sophistication and basic fit-out becomes 
more telling at this size. There’s no hiding that 
it is a plastic boat and neither should there 
be, but there is little in the way of comforts 
that would persuade me to choose it over the 
sharper, cleaner, lines of a fibreglass or alloy 
boat of a similar size. That was, however, until I 
saw the price.

With hull packages starting at $21,695 inclusive, 
you’re getting a hell of a lot of boat for your 
money and there’s nothing I can think that comes 
within cooee in terms of sheer value for money.

From the Editor: Mac Boats’ position is one 
of low maintenance, durability and low cost. 
This ethos has appeal at the commercial end 
of the market and I have personally used its 
boats as workhorses on challenging roles 
numerous times. They have always stood 

up to the punishment.

The 420 Centre Console

Boat Test Mac Boats
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It handles really well and is deceptively quiet 
punching through the chop and – as Galloway 
correctly says – polyethylene is warm to the 
touch, which for some indescribable reason is 
actually really nice.

There’s nothing in the way of seating or 
covered storage under the cabin top and few 
frills to note. It is, however, unquestionably 
capable and conventional in design, with 

a moderate 18-degree transom deadrise, 
650mm freeboard and effective variable chine 
rail and planning strakes.

Matched to the Mercury 115hp Optimax, the 
600 is also a willing performer and will get you 
where you need to be efficiently. At 635kg, the 
Mac Sport is a lightweight among its peers and 
this equates to fuel efficiency and a reduced 
requirement for grunt.
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s Mac 600 Sport

Length	 5.75m

Ext beam	 2.20m

Weight	 635kg

Capacity	 Eight person

Fuel	 80 litres  
	 (underfloor)

Hull from	 $21,695 inc

Trailer from	 $4295 inc

Five year hull-warranty on all boats

Add these benefits to its stability, maintenance-
free longevity and ticket price, and you’ve got a 
winning formula for those boaties looking for the 
most bang for their buck.

And that, in a nutshell, sums up Mac Boats’ 
target market and it is refreshing that the 
company doesn’t purport its boats to be 
anything that they are not. If value, strength, 
safety and practicality are key considerations 
then Mac boats deserve a closer look. h

Boats supplied by Mac Boats, 36 Cryers 
Rd, East Tamaki, ph 09 273 5666,  
email owend@macboats.com and visit 
www.macboats.com.

The 600 Sport
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